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I 0f I 1I1S is tlic story of Giovanni

I ' U " Bocca as It la being told In

Padua, where Italian troops

H nrc gathering from the foot- -

I I C paths of the TvrQlean Alps.'

I I from lilch tho Austrian- - are

I V 1 m nloul beating back these

I ' ' v' hardy mountain soldiers.

I Trom Inntbruck, the capltnl of the most south-- I
I rrl province of Austria, there runs southward

I j '

and in the cast of Lake Cawla. the great Brcn- -

nr Pass, connecting the Italian city of Verona

ll Foot h foot at thc beginning of the war, tho
Italians arianccd across tho border for sceral

B miles as tho crow flics but for many, many
mile. If tho twisting paths through the moun- -

I tains aro measured
I Alone; the cast of the Brenner Path thc Ccn- -

I '. ' tral Tyrolean Alps rise In Jargcd peaks so

I j f nbruptlv a man all but hangs in space as he
I ; rllmbs, only to find sheer precipices on tho oppo- -

I site sldo when the summit 13 reached. The al- -

I tltude varies from S000 to 12,000 feet abovo sea
I ! level.
I There are the scenes of more than a score of
I ; ; times of the fiercest fighting in history, owing to
I j i Hs position astride tho Alps, and so command- -

I f lnp Is the road across them It Is the roof of
I 3 the world, and a victory on the small plateaus,
I , where opposing handfuls of soldiers occaelonally
I meet In hand-to-han- d conflicts, means that the
I tones of the defeated bleach where they fall, or
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ro thrown off tho gloDC. Quarter Is seldom
Kivcn, for It usually Is an Individual warfaro,

. ach man for himself.
I In retreating, man's life depends upon

the surencss of his toes and tho grip of his An-

gers. His rifle Id strapped to his back. It would
; be difficult In the extreme to guard a prisoner
I In descending to a camp If ono should bo cap- -

3 tured among the glaciers and slippery toe-hol-

i of tho snow-capp- mountains,
i But Giovanni Bocca captured fifty and they
,. trere brought down tho mountains to Padua.
J ' The story has drifted to Venice. Bocca's home.

by those who. at thl3 writing, fear that Padua
' 'will bo unablo to withstand tho threatened on- -

tlaught of tho Invading Austrian
' Going back to Roman history, tho passes

through theso mountains have been few. and
a with tho exception of some of tho larger ones,

j r known only by tho natives. Tho Romans
I knew of two, tho Splugen and Scptlmor. but

wero guided through those. But back from the
$ old tourist trails there Is a. network of paths
1 that lead to more than ono artery that runs
$ from ono sldo of the range to tho other. It has
Jf ben easy for either sldo to block
5$. the known possos with artillery. It has been a

B I different matter with tho network of paths, for 3I I that has required the climbing of peaks, tho

I of machlno guno and howltzcrH

I i tap the thousands of foot of moun- -

. tain walls.I Onco In position, this artillery has easily com- -

I Jnandod an high an a dozen footpaths, ono ofI 7 hlch, perhaps, would connect another network,I the wholo making an outlet to tho other side.
H J' There would be held for weeks and months an

t tntlrc section of rango until tho enemy, avold-- I
Ing tho beaton paths, would climb the hlth'ertoI ' defiant sides, and, in a surprise at-- I
tack, command Instead of being commanded.

H !' It was one of theso commanding sites that
H ; the Italians recently woro situated upon. Bo-- H

i low was the pass. To tho cast as far aa tho eyo
H could see was an impassnblo range. Across tho
H I fcath below roso tho sides of a 100-fo- slab

J of upondod rock, snow and Ico. As far as tho
K 1 ye could seo across the pns, there woa no
m f other way of, crossing the rango until anotlior

H : mallor path between tho hills was reached, and
H , thero thc Italians commanded.
H L Tyroleans, famous for -- their
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and their climbing, could not
get through. Their only hope would be to scale
tho mountain side to the Italian position In a v

surprlso attack from the Austrian Ide, oi to
gain a commanding position on tho pc-i- k that
reared above tho Italians across, the path.

An attack on thc Italian position up the Aus-

trian sldo of their mountain was closely
guarded night and day. Through thc pass be-

low the Italian troops constantly poured, back
and forth, hunting their enemy through the
maze of footpaths that lead from every angle.
Further on tho pass was held by tho Au3-trla-

In a position as lmpregnablo as that oC

tho Italians scemod.
Across tho pass on tho opposite motintJ-.- n

peak within : Ifle shot was n plateau, acro'is
which lan breastworks of solid stono Be-

hind thnt It would bo an easy matter for the
enemy to dislodge the commanding guns of tho
Italians, should tho Austrians cvor succeed in
getting on tho top Clashes along tho mountain
sides were of dally occurrence, but only one
attempt was made by tho to rush
the main pass. In that attempt they

with heavy loss the position of tho Italian
machlno guns above- -

Tho Italians In vain endeavored to gain tho
plateau of thc opposlto peak, and In tho midst
of failures word was brought by
scouts that a companv of Austrians had suc-

ceeded In gaining a lovel half way botween
thej pass and tho plateau, Taut around on tho
Austrian .Ido. away from tho higher guns of
tho Italians. j
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Tho Italians found tho footholds leading to
tho position, and tried in a night
climb to surprlso thorn, but woro
Word was sont to tho baso In tho valley for an

mlnuto directions being given for
tho purpose of

Thon tho aviator hlo plan.
"Tho plateau that ovcrlooica tho pass," ho

Bold, "runs level for .0 yards, It Is open on
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"Giovanni quickly cut the rope'
Austrians'

repulsed.

aoroplano.
bomb-droppin- g.

oxplalned

thrco sides the side next to tho pasb and on
either cndL Back, however, thore Is a rldK
of btonc. Ify plan would bo to try to alight at
tho edge of tho plateau and let tho machine
run tho 50 yards Into tho rldgc, whero It would
bo wrocked, but whero myself and passongor
would slop' possibly dead but that Is a chanca
wo would have to take.

"Wo could take ropo enousk to bring up

nion from tho Italian sldo of tho mountain.
Wo could carry enough rifles and ammunition
to hold off tho Austrians. If they should suc-cco- d

In climbing up from tneir present po-

sition."
Tho aviator was Interrupted by tho nppcar-,anc- o

of, a msaongcr.
The mowngi' reported that thp Italian

ocouts In tho' mountains had seen mo Austrians
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position, but that It was bejond rlllo range, and
that It was Impossible to get artillery in a po-

sition to Are upon thorn. Tho scouts had seen
"nough to convlrce them that the Austrians
wero attempting to gain the farther side of the
plateau so that thoy could climb up behind the
natural breastworks, and that the enemy was
busily engaged in driving spikes in tho walls of

lock for footholds, but that It would require an-

other day's work before thoy could gain tho
top "

"Oh, captain, let me try thc climb from our
side," Giovanni pleaded.

"It cannot bo done, my boy," thc officer re-

plied, kindly, "but if ou aro so eager to got

Into the mountain. I'll sco what 1 can do."
Toward tho early morning hours tho captain

awoko Ihe aviator who had proposed tho wreck-

ing of the machlno to get command of tho
dreaded plateau. Tho ridge that ran across Its
face stopped abruptly at ono edge around which
a man could walk.

"Could one man pick them off as fast as they
could climb up?" ho asked the airman.

"I am sure of It. captain." tho aviator replied.
"There is but ono place in which to gain the
top, and they will havo to eplko tho wall all of
the' way up. They will not bo looking for Inter-

ference and will bo slow."
"I have decided." tho captain said, ovenly, "to

I believe It willry. an unheard-o- f feat. suc-

ceed and will not bo as dangerous as tho plan
you proponed

"It 1& needless to sa that 13loannl will glad-- H
ly risk his life for the attempt. lie will dlo J
happy, at least. IH

"I havo given orders for a machine gun to be H
packed, also a box of ammunition, a rifle and IH
rope. This will be suspended "from your ma- - H
chine and wo 'will have Giovanni on It. I want H
jou to circle above the plateau and turn at the IH
proper moment to allow Giovanni to drop upon IH
the top. He will cut the rope and land all to- - H
gethcr, If that Is possible. If he succeeds In H
landing, but docs not succeed In covering the H
rope in time, you will have to roturn and throw H
enough rope to him. Ho will then uso the rope H
to get up a rllle and possibly moro men, Wo IH
can climb within S0C feet of the plateau, and H
there will bo 400 feot of rope." H

Giovanni was rca'dy at daybreak for the start, H
The problom of suspending the heavy weight H
from tho aeroplane was solved without accident. H

On tho left of the aviator was the coil o" rope. H
On tho right wing "at Giovanni, nursing a heav- -
ily padded gun, box and rifle. As thc machine
arose, Giovanni lowered the gun and ammunl- - H
tlon overboard slowly- - until It hung 20 feet be-- M
low, then, as Instructed by the captain, h
leaned over, grasped the rope as the landscape H
raced backward beneath him, and quickly was M
on the small, strong cord below the aeroplane. H
Down he slid until his feet rested on tho big
bundle. H

In order to keep from spinning around In mid- - H
air as tho machlno climbed higher and ever
higher, Giovanni had attached to ono tip of tho H
aeroplane wing a small cord which ho held font. H

Soon the peak appeared beneath him, then H
began a long circling descent toward them. Ha IH
saw the pass, recognized the position hold by H
the Italians and studied carefully tho opposlto H
plateau upon which he was to land. Tho cap- - H
tain had Instructed him to keep knife ready to H
cut the ropo and drop Just as tho machine l

turned In tho center abovo the mountain floor. H
If thc aviator misjudged the dlstanco, be had H
been warned not to drop, but await a second H
circle. Ho was to use his own Judgment, and IHtho aviator had been Instructed to clrclo above H
tho plateau again and again until the attempt H
succeeded. H

Giovanni realized that if tho machine de- -
scended too low before approaching the moun- - IHtain top, ho would be dashed to death against
tho side. It was the biggest risk of all. Ho de- - M
cldod hevould rather take the dianco of a long
drop. H

Tho machine flew over the plateau, too high. H
and too fast for tho suspended man to drop H
off. Thon tho aeroplano turned back through IH
tho pass, with Giovanni lower than tho lovel H
of tho peak, but in a circling flight that tended H
upward, so that as It n cared tho edge of the H
peak it turned again outward from it, Tho H
right height had been reached Giovanni could H
almost step off on to tho plateau as tho ma- - IH
chlno whirled away for a figure 8, one end of H
vhlch Giovanni could sco would quickly placo IH
him In thc center of tho mountain floor. Tho ' H
bundle beneath his feet almost scrapod tho IHtdgo of the precipice as the machine darted iHover, then turned. jH

Giovanni saw his chance. He was being jH
Jerkod rapidly toward tho edge and back Into H
space when he slashed through the rope that H
held him to the machine. Over and over bo H
rolled with tho bundle of gun and ammunition IH
uftor him until his body struck against the bar- - H
rier of rock that crossed the plateau. H

Slowly Giovanni lifted hlB head, then ono H
arm and leg after the other. He bat up. half H
stunned, half wondering If he was falling n
through tho air and half wondering If ho wu IH
llll riding suspended beneath the machlno. H
Time was not to be lost, however, and Glc H
anni quickly unpacked the gun, loudod tho H

dlio of shells and examined his rltlo to oeo IH
that it was In good order arter tbe tumblo It IH
had rocclvcd. Thc rltlo was not injured. H

Giovanni shouldered It and went to explore IH
tho opposlto sldo of the plateau behind the H
rldgc. He found an open place smaller than H
lila own landing place. Cautiously ho glancod IH
over the edge. Tho Austrians had worked
throughout tho night and were near tho top. H
They would havo to approach the top ono at a IH
tlmo, with their rifles strapped to their backs. H
They wero unaware of what was waiting for H
them, and Giovanni smiled.

Stepping back he walled. Another splko was IH
dilven homo below Giovanni was doing some IH
fast thinking If tho tlrst man saw him h H
would shout a warning to those below. Tn IH
first man would be sure to withdraw as soon IH
as he stuck his head above the edge. Thc men H
probably were climbing without ropes, as most IH
of tho soldiers do In tho Alps.

So Giovanni stood Willi rifle ready for tho H
appearance of the first Austrian. First he saw
an ungloved hand reach up from below and
grasp the rock. Then an arm and the head
and shouldors Giovanni fired There was a
piercing yell The Austrian nung high hia jH
hands and toppled backward. H

All afternoon Giovanni lay at the edge ot
the mountain top. looking down upon tho Aus- - IHtrlanu' position. Onco a soldier appeared and
Giovanni 11 red. Tho soldier fell off tho roof jH
of thq world, dead before his feet left the IHprecipice. IH

As tho sun was setting Giovanni saw his
comrades appear from below. H

Two went along the path that led back of
the ledgo whoro ho know tho Austrians must
bo lying in wait. Soon he saw tho men re- - H
turn and report. Then they returned and soon
Wero earning rifles. These were handed to the H
Italian soldiers below. Then the two Italian
soldiers climbed Up toward Giovanni a few j

feet, each holding to thc spikes with one hand
and a revolver In tho other Soon tho Aus- - H
irlnns appeared and descended. Giovanni was H
ordered to lower tho machlno gun on the ropo
and to descend. This was soon accomplished. H
There wore fifty prisoners taken from tho Aus.
trian, ledge,
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